

THE SCHOOL BOARD OF ST. LUCIE COUNTY
Regular Workshop Meeting – February 24, 2009
MINUTES 
The School Board of St. Lucie County held a regular workshop meeting in the School Board Room n February 24, 2009, at approximately 5:00 p.m.

PRESENT:
DR.  JUDI MILLER, Chairman





Member Residing in District No. 1




MR.  TROY INGERSOLL, Vice Chairman





Member Residing in District No. 5




DR.  JOHN CARVELLI





Member Residing in District No. 3




MRS. KATHRYN HENSLEY





Member Residing in District No. 4




MS.  CAROL A. HILSON





Member Residing in District No. 2

ALSO PRESENT:

MR.  MICHAEL J. LANNON, Superintendent




MR.  DANIEL B. HARRELL, Attorney

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Chairman Miller called the meeting to order and led the Pledge of Allegiance.
**PUBLIC HEARING(S)

**Charter School Application for Imagine – Tradition, LLC, for Proposed Imagine International Academy
   at Tradition Charter School (continued from December 9-2008)

Chairman Miller opened the public hearing to receive comments on the Charter School Application for Imagine – Tradition, LLC.  There were no comments from the audience, consequently, the public hearing was closed.
Dr. Kathy McGinn informed the Board that a request had been received from representatives of the charter school to postpone the public hearing to May 26, 2009.  She advised that the charter school people had not been able to compile all of the requested information in order to be able to move forward.  Dr. McGinn and Attorney Dan Harrell updated the Board on the process undertaken thus far and the latest rulings.  The superintendent followed up with his recommendation.


Action: The superintendent recommended the Board continue the



public hearing on the Charter School Application for Imagine –



Tradition, LLC, to May 26, 2009 as requested (Carvelli/Ingersoll/


Carried 5-0).

**School District 504 Manual, Student Progression Plan, School Board Policy #9.30 – Use of Facilities

Chairman Miller opened the public hearing to receive comments on proposed amendments to the School District 504 Manual.  There were no comments from the audience.  The public hearing was closed.

Action: The superintendent recommended the Board approve 



amendments to the District's 504 Manual as presented



(Hensley/Hilson/Carried 5-0).
Chairman Miller opened the public hearing to receive comments from the public on proposed changes to the Student Progression Plan.  Hearing none, the public hearing was closed.


Action:
The superintendent recommended the Board approve the



proposed changes to the Student Progression Plan as



presented (Carvelli/Ingersoll/Carried 5-0).

Chairman Miller opened the public hearing to receive comments on proposed amendments to School Board Policy #9.30 – Use of Facilities.  There were no comments received and the public hearing was closed.


Action:
The superintendent recommended the Board approve



School Board Policy #9.30 as presented (Hensley/Hilson/



Carried 5-0).

CONSENT AGENDA


Action:
The superintendent recommended the Board approve


consent agenda 
items #1 through #7 as presented


(Hensley/Carvelli/Carried 5-0).
 1.  SR Personnel Agenda & Leaves
 2.  TB Payment of Bills
 3.  TB Monthly Financial Report 
 4.  TB ITB 09-16 - Sale of Surplus Property – CPUs, Monitors, Printers, and Copiers
 5.  TO Professional Services Agreement with Alicia Dossat  

 6.  KM Agreement to Postpone Application of Imagine-Tradition, LLC, Imagine International Academy at
           Tradition Charter School 
 7. DH Marine & Oceanographic Academy (MOA) Ground Lease Agreement with Florida Atlantic University
OTHER BUSINESS

 8. BS Stipulated Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law & Final Orders #072 - #081

Action:
The superintendent recommended the Board approve


Stipulated Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law and Final


Orders #072 through #081 (Carvelli/Ingersoll/Carried 5-0).
SUPERINTENDENT’S UPDATE     

Superintendent Lannon shared a power point presentation on the federal stimulus plan that had been prepared by Mary Kusler from the American Association of School Administrators (AASA) that was presented at the National Conference on Education in February 2009.  The Economic Recovery & Reinvestment Act dollars/categories were:


$11.3 billion

IDEA, Part B


$400 million

IDEA, Section 619


$500 million

IDEA, Part C – Infants and Toddlers


$10 billion

Title !


$3 billion

School Improvement Grants


$650 million

Title II, Part D:  Education Technology


$250 million

Development of State Longitudinal Data Systems


$200 million

Teacher Incentive Fund


$70 million

McKinney-Vento Homeless Act


$100 million

Teacher Training, title II of Higher Education Act


$53.6 billion

State Stabilization Fund


$24.8 billion  

for QZABs and Bonds for New Construction

$89 billion

Federal Medicaid Assistance Payments (FMAP)


$7.2 billion

Broadband Deployment

Focus was on transparency with a fast spend out.   All infrastructure projects were to be listed on a federal website.  Title I and IDEA dollars were to flow before July 1, 2009.  States were encouraged to organize now to maximize the dollars that were flowing to K-12 education.  Governors were asked to pass down the State Stabilization Fund as soon as possible.  State education agencies were also being asked to push the Title dollars down as soon as possible. Further information could be obtained from the U. S. Department of Education's ARRA website www.ed.gov/policy/gen/leg/recovery/index.html.

STAFF REPORT/WORKSHOP ON SELECTED TOPICS
 9. OR Marine and Oceanographic Academy (MOA) Update
Dr. Owen Roberts, assisted by Mrs. Mary Gregory from the curriculum department, gave an update on the Marine and Oceanographic Academy (MOA) that was created in 2007-08 through the Board's partnership with Harbor Branch Oceanographic Institute and Florida Atlantic University.  Representatives from the partnership were introduced and asked to comment on their perspectives and experience during the first year of operation. 
Mrs. Gregory described Year 2 (2008-09) of the program, including program priorities, the four year course of studies, and path choices. The academy offers cutting-edge science at HBOI@FAU that allows students to learn and teachers to teach in a career-related setting with opportunities in marine, environmental, and oceanographic studies.  Students, teachers, and scientists interact, problem solve, and collaborate in a way that recognizes the need for each subject's content and skills.  The district, school and HBOI@FAU share in all major decisions of curriculum, including students and staff assigned to the program.  All classes, with the possible exception of one elective per day, are held on the Harbor Branch campus.

General terms for a ground lease were also outlined in the power point that described responsibilities of the partners relative to construction (of a new facility for the program), furniture, maintenance, repairs, utilities, additional infrastructure needs, costs of concurrency/impact costs, monthly rent, and all legal requirements governing security and access to school grounds.
Board members were very complimentary and excited about the success and future prospects of the academy which could potentially become a national model.
10. OR Social Studies (Including Advanced Coursework) (Delete)
Report was postponed.
11. KM Strategic Planning Timeline 2009-2010

Board reviewed the Strategic Planning timeline and was satisfied with the report as presented. 
SCHOOL BOARD MEMBERS’ REPORTS

12. JM Resolution Against the Elimination of Impact Fees
Chairman Miller requested that the Board consider adopting the proposed resolution on impact fees that had been provided in the board packets.  

Action:
There was a motion to approve the Resolution Against



the Elimination of Impact Fees as presented (Hensley/



Hilson/Carried 5-0).
Reports from Board Members:

Mrs. Hensley reported on the interesting conversation and presentations that had occurred during the Learning First Alliance meeting recently held in Tallahassee.  She had also attended separate events that included Senator Martinez and Senator Nelson during which differing philosophies became apparent.
Dr. Miller commented on the high quality of work that students had created for the district's recent science fair, history fair/art project.

Since the Board had scheduled two upcoming town hall meetings to receive community input, Mr. Ingersoll asked Mr. Bargeron about putting together a list of responses to frequently asked questions about utility usage and energy saving efforts (electricity, water, outside lighting, security--during school/business hours and after hours). He also asked for a list of prioritized capital projects.
Mr. Ingersoll congratulated the Odyssey of the Mind teams at Morningside Elementary and Forest Grove Middle School who qualified to compete in the state competition.
Ms. Hilson expressed appreciation to Mr. Denny Dawson for the great history fair he had coordinated.  Ms. Hilson referred to the same conference Mrs. Hensley had spoken about earlier and added she felt that Congressman Rooney had listened to the concerns of educators and she was hopeful Mr. Rooney would respond back to the group about the various subjects that were discussed, i.e., SROs, No Child Left Behind legislation, and vouchers.
Dr. Carvelli reminded everyone about several upcoming events, such as


- The St. Lucie County Fair would be starting the following weekend,


- The PGA had a Hit-A-Thon fundraiser coming up shortly,


- Students needed to be sure they were rested before taking the FCAT,

- The district needed to advise the community about the upcoming town hall meeting

   and as a follow-up to that, Dr. Miller requested that a Connect Ed message be


   sent out to everyone the night before the meeting.

CTA/CU President Vanessa Tillman spoke about the upcoming state-wide rallies on February 28 and March 18.

Superintendent Lannon advised everyone that the February 26, 2009 town hall meeting was designed for the community to give input on where upcoming budget cuts should be made.  Budget information was continuing to come in from the state and federal levels.  Decisions/recommendations would be presented to the Board at its March 24, 2009 board meeting. At the March 31 town hall meeting, the public would be asked to respond to the budget plan approved at the March 24, 2009 meeting.  The district was facing the possibility of losing $70 million dollars within two years.  
UNSCHEDULED SPEAKERS   
There were no unscheduled speakers.

ADJOURNMENT
After conducting all business scheduled to come before the Board, Chairman Miller adjourned the February 24, 2009 regular workshop meeting at approximately 6:43 p.m.
























