THE SCHOOL BOARD OF ST. LUCIE COUNTY

Special Meeting (Expulsion) – May 11, 2010
MINUTES

The School Board of St. Lucie County held a special meeting in the Superintendent's Conference Room at St. Lucie County Public Schools District Offices on May 11, 2010 at approximately 4:45 p.m.


PRESENT:

MR.  TROY INGERSOLL, Chairman






Member Residing in District No. 5





MRS. KATHRYN HENSLEY, Vice Chairman






Member Residing in District No. 4





DR.  JOHN CARVELLI






Member Residing in District No. 3





MS.  CAROL A. HILSON






Member Residing in District No. 2





DR.  JUDI MILLER






Member Residing in District No. 1

ALSO PRESENT:

MR.  MICHAEL J. LANNON, Superintendent





MR.  DANIEL B. HARRELL, Attorney

HEARING DISPOSITION(S) - EXPULSION

RECOMMENDED ORDER # 10-006
Chairman Ingersoll called the meeting to order and Superintendent Lannon informed the Board that Recommended Order #10-006 pertained to a 16 year old (DOB/02-06-94) 8th grade student at Forest Grove Middle School who was charged with two violations of the Student Code of Conduct, namely, Level G4 – Disruption on Campus (Major), and Level C3 – Fighting (Mutual Altercation).
The student was given a due process hearing before a hearing officer on March 25, 2010.  A written summary of this hearing was provided for the Board and the student's parents.  The recommendation for expulsion was reviewed by the Placement Review Committee on which the Exceptional Student Education Department is represented.  The Committee recommended that expulsion proceedings continue.
The principal recommended the student be expelled for the remainder of the 2009-10 school year and the first semester of the 2010-11 school year.  The hearing officer recommended that the petition for expulsion be granted and that the student be expelled for the remainder of the 2009-10 school year and the first semester o the 2010-11 school year.

The student and his parents were present during the hearing and were given the opportunity to make a statement.  

Action:

The Superintendent recommended the Board expel 




the student from the regular program of instruction




of the St. Lucie County School system for the remainder



of the 2009-10 school year and the first semester of




the 2010-11 school year (Miller/Carvelli/Carried 5-0).
RECOMMENDED ORDER #10-007

Mr. Lannon stated that Recommended Order #10-007 pertained to a 14 year old (DOB/05-17-95) 9th grade student at Port St. Lucie High School who was charged with a violation of the Student Code of Conduct, namely, Level R4 – Sexual Offenses.
The student was given a due process hearing before a hearing officer on March 24, 2010.  A written summary of the hearing was provided for the Board and the student's parents.  The recommendation for expulsion was reviewed by the Placement Review Committee on which the Exceptional Student Education Department is represented.  The Committee recommended that the expulsion be placed on hold pending a determination of eligibility for exceptional education.  The student was found eligible for exceptional education and a manifestation determination was held.  The infraction was found not to be a manifestation of the student's exceptionality.  It was noted that an Individual Education Plan (IEP)  conference would be convened to develop an IEP in the event the student returns to public school. 
The principal recommended the student be expelled for the remainder of the 2009-10 school year and the first semester of the 2010-11 school year.  The hearing officer recommended the petition for expulsion for the remainder of the 2009-10 school year and the first semester of the 2010-11 school year be granted.  The student, his attorney-- Mr. Arthur Brandt, and his parents were present during the hearing and were given the opportunity to make a statement.  Attorney Barbara Sadaka, representing Superintendent Lannon, was also present and made a statement.  Now that the student had been found eligible for exceptional education services and since it had been determined the infraction was not due to the student's disability, the Superintendent made the following recommendation.

Action:

The Superintendent recommended the Board hold the 




expulsion in abeyance pending placement of the student




on a probationary basis, for the remainder of the 2009-10

  


school year and the first semester of the 2010-11 school




year, in such educational program, at such site, and under




such conditions as the Superintendent determined appro-




priate.  If the student satisfactorily completes the period




of abeyance under the program of studies determined




appropriate for such period, the petition for expulsion shall




be deemed withdrawn and denied.  In the event of any 




violation of the conditions of such probationary placement,




the Superintendent may suspend the student and re-schedule




and re-notice the instant expulsion proceeding, and the




alleged violation of probation conditions, for final action




by the Board (Miller/Carvelli/Carried 5-0).

Discussion ended and Chairman Ingersoll adjourned the special (expulsion) May 11, 2010 meeting at approximately 5:50 p.m. 




