

THE SCHOOL BOARD OF ST. LUCIE COUNTY
Regular Meeting – May 13, 2008
MINUTES 

The School Board of St. Lucie County held a regular meeting in the School Board Room on May 13, 2008 at approximately 6:00 p.m.


PRESENT:
MS.  CAROL A. HILSON, Chairman





Member Residing in District No. 2




DR.  JUDI MILLER, Vice Chairman





Member Residing in District No. 1




DR.  JOHN CARVELLI





Member Residing in District No. 3




MRS. KATHRYN HENSLEY





Member Residing in District No. 4




MR.  TROY INGERSOLL





Member Residing in District No. 5

ALSO PRESENT:

MR.  MICHAEL J. LANNON, Superintendent




MS.  MOLLY ROTTINGHAUS, Attorney

(represented School Board Attorney

 Daniel B. Harrell)
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Chairman Hilson called the meeting to order.  West Gate K-8 students led the Pledge of Allegiance and performed two musical selections.
PUBLIC HEARING

Amended and Restated Interlocal Agreement for Public School Facility Planning
Chairman Hilson opened the public hearing to receive comments on the Amended and Restated Interlocal Agreement for Public School Facility Planning.  Hearing no comment, the public hearing was closed.  Individual board members thanked Mr. Marty Sanders, Executive Director of Growth Management/Land Acquisitions/Intergovernmental Relations, for the tremendous effort he made to help move the agreement through the various governmental agencies.  Chairman Hilson stated it was a very complicated issue and Mr. Sandeers had done an excellent job educating everyone about the process.

Action: 
The superintendent recommended the Board approve the Amended
and Restated Interlocal Agreement for Public School Facility Planning as



proposed and presented (Hensley/Miller/Carried 5-0).
MINUTES


Action: There was a motion to approve the minutes for April 3,
April 7, April 8, April 22, and April 30, 2008 as presented

Miller/Hensley/Carried 5-0).
SPECIAL ORDERS OF BUSINESS

1. CT Regional Spelling Bee Champion – Aldrin D’Silva

Northport K-8 6th grade student Aldrin D’Silva was recognized as the District and Regional Spelling Bee Champion.  Aldrin would be competing in the National Spelling Bee in Washington D. C. later this month.
2. BS Very Special Arts of Florida Recognition – Michael Hess
Dale Cassens School 7th grade student Michael Hess was recognized for his artwork that was selected to represent the state of Florida in a Very Special Arts National exhibit.  This was the second year in a row that a Dale Cassens student had earned this award.
 3. BS Special Recognition of Retiring Therapy Dog - Olivet 

Retiring canine companion Olivet, a Labrador/Golden Retriever mix, was recognized for her eight dedicated years of service to students throughout the county and other community members.
 4. BS National School Nurse Day Proclamation – May 7, 2008
Mr. Larry Lee, Director of the St. Lucie County Health Department, read the “School Nurse Day” (May 7, 2008) Proclamation to the Board in honor and recognition of the department’s partnership with the District.  A brief video on health statistics and school nurses was presented to the Board.

Action:
The superintendent recommended the Board adopt



the Proclamation designating May 7, 2008 as “School



Nurse Day” (Carvelli/Hensley/Carried 5-0).
 5. ML District Teacher of Excellence Utilizing Technology Grant Winners 2008

Ms. Mary Holmgren, Executive Director of the St. Lucie County Education Foundation, announced that the 2008 St. Lucie County School District Teacher of Excellence Utilizing Technology Grant winners were Michelle Adrian, Robert H. Bogenrief, and Nancy Cartee.  Each teacher received a laptop computer donated by the Dell Corporation.  Ms. Holmgren also presented Mr. Ted Norman, 2009 Teacher of the Year, with a laptop computer.
6. ML Recognition of Night of the Stars Committee Members, Jeff & Kari Dopkins
The Board extended congratulations to the Night of the Stars committee members who had supported and worked so diligently to help make the event successful and special for all of the nominees. The Board also was very pleased to extend its appreciation to Mr. and Mrs. Jeff Dopkins from the Golden Corral who had donated $40,000 worth of food and gift certificates to schools and the district over the past year.  
STAFF REPORTS

7. OR Curriculum Report - 2008 FCAT Writing Results
Dr. Owen Roberts, Assistant Superintendent, presented a power point report on the 2008 FCAT Writing results.  Highlights included the following:

District-wide grades 4, 8, and 10 increased the percentage of students scoring at 3.5 or higher when compared to last year. 
The district outperformed the state at grade 4 in the percentage of students performing at 3.5 or higher by 3% points.

The district made greater gains at grades 4, 8, and 10 in the percentage of students scoring at 3.5 or higher than the state when comparing 2007 and 2008 results.

Several schools made increases in the percentage of students scoring 3.5 or higher, ranging from 12% points to 36% points.

Twenty-six schools made significant gains or had at least 90% of their students take the writing assessment performing at 3.5 or higher.

Thirty our of thirty-seven schools or 81% showed a significant increase in their mean scale score for an entire grade group and/or scored 4.0 or higher on a 5 point scale.  This performance indicated that the entire grade group made a positive shift upwards. 

Compared to last year, 495 more students scored at proficiency (3.5 or better) on the writing portion of the FCAT.  Seventy percent of schools whose students took the writing portion of the FCAT (26 out of 37) made significant gains or had at least 90% of their students taking the assessment with scores of 3.5 or better.

Weatherbee Elementary achieved a “history-making” 36 percentage point gain in one year.
Superintendent Lannon and board members reflected on the amount of time it takes to change culture and expressed appreciation to all who believed and stayed the course for kids.  Changing culture doesn’t always look nice, it takes time but it had been very successful as teachers and students had proved it can be done.
8. ML Superintendent’s Report   


Superintendent Lannon elected to do some rumor control regarding concerns about magnet schools.  He said he was not sure where the rumor started but he emphatically stated that no one had any intention of doing away with magnet schools.  He didn’t know of any board member who was looking to do it and if anything, the district had found excellence in magnets as well as other programs such as centers of excellence.  The direction was to expand on excellence and serve more students at higher levels. 
CTA REPORT

On behalf of all non-administrative employees, CTA/CU President Vanessa Tillman thanked the Board for the bonus checks that employees would soon be receiving. She also expressed appreciation to the Board for convening the May 12, 2008 public forum on budget.  She encouraged board members to think about the comments that had been received during the forum and encouraged everyone to step up to the plate during the budget crisis. Ms. Tillman said she wanted to be “in the room” to help with the planning process. Chairman Hilson thanked Ms. Tillman for her comments and assured her that collaboration would continue.

CWA REPORT

No report.
CONSENT AGENDA

Chairman Hilson asked the Board to change the order of the agenda.  There were four unscheduled speakers who wished to address consent agenda item #22 – Health Curriculum DVD.  Mr. Michael Panella and Mr. Dennis Corrick supported and encouraged the Board to approve the video.  Dr. Michael Hofstee and Pastor Bryan Longworth asked the Board to vote against the Health Curriculum DVD.

Action:
The superintendent recommended the Board approve consent
agenda items #9 through #21, #23, and #24 as presented 
(#22 pulled for separate vote) (Hensley/Carvelli/Carried 5-0).
Discussion: prior to stating the question, board members briefly discussed school start times, scheduling an annual data report on school zone changes/enrollment, annual indicators, early release calendar, and before and after school programs.  
SEPARATE VOTE ITEM  #22, Health Curriculum DVD


Action:  The superintendent recommended the Board approve item #22,



Health Curriculum DVD, as presented (Miller/Hensley/Carried 3-2;



Carvelli against [with comment]/Ingersoll against [without comment]). 
Discussion: Dr. Carvelli said he had (previously) stated his feelings about the DVD to Superintendent Lannon in private during his evaluation.  He had expressed his concerns and he would be voting accordingly

 9.  SR Personnel Agenda & Leaves

10. SR Letter of Understanding Concerning Additional Compensation
11. SR Early Release Calendar 2008-09
12. TB Adoption of Independent Benefits Council (IBC) “Model Plan” with Modifications
13. TB Declaration of Surplus Property - Computers
14. CT Morningside Elementary School Odyssey of the Mind Team Trip to Laurel, MD, May 31 – June 4, 2008
15. KW Transportation Svcs. Agmts. with SLC Parks & Recreation, YMCA of the Treasure Coast
16. MK Purchase of Curriculum/Communicator Math Innovative Initiative

17. OR Summer Voluntary Pre-kindergarten Program
18. OR Career and Professional Education Act/CAPE Academy Strategic Plan
19. OR Reading First Continuation Grant

20. OR AT & T High School Success Special Grant Program

21. OR Summer School Booklet 2008

22. ML Health Curriculum DVD (Pulled for separate vote)
23. MS School Bell Times for 2008-09

24. AG Project Agmt. with Paul Jacquin & Sons, Inc. for Add’l. Scope of Work at Manatee Academy K-8
OTHER BUSINESS

25. BS Stipulated Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law & Final Orders #206 through #245     


Action:
The superintendent recommended the Board approve Stipulated
Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law & Final Orders #206 through
#245 as presented (Miller/Carvelli/Carried 5-0).
26. BS Withdrawals in Lieu of Expulsion
The Board was provided with information on the following students who had withdrawn from school in lieu of expulsion:

Student BB, Grade 12, Treasure Coast High School
Student VB, Grade 10, Fort Pierce Central High School

Student MC, Grade 11, Port St. Lucie High School

Student CD, Grade 9, Port St. Lucie High School

Student JE, Grade 10, Port St. Lucie High School

Student MG, Grade 12, Port St. Lucie High School

Student CG, Grade 10, Port St. Lucie High School
Student TL, Grade 9, Port St. Lucie High School
Student BM, Grade 10, Treasure Coast High School

Student SN, Grade 11, Port St. Lucie High School

Student AP, Grade 10, St. Lucie West Centennial High School

Student RR, Grade 9, Port St. Lucie High School

Student SS, Grade 11, Port St. Lucie High School

Student TS, Grade 10, Treasure Coast High School

Student NT, Grade 11, Port St. Lucie High School

Student BW, Grade 9, Port St. Lucie High School
GROWTH MGMT./LAND ACQUISITIONS/INTERGOVERNMENTAL RELATIONS REPORT

Mr. Marty Sanders, Executive Director, reported on progress that was ongoing with the City of Port St. Lucie with regard to the Interlocal agreement and public school concurrency.  The City had transmitted the public schools facilities element on April 28, 2008.  They had basically adopted it and it would now go to the Department of Community Affairs for approval.  At the last Planning and Zoning meeting in Port St. Lucie, Mr. Sanders said there were three major annexations totaling over 840 acres (3,000 dwelling units).  As a result of the work that Mr. Sanders had been doing with Port St. Lucie, all of those developers had come forward to try to integrate school planning with their community planning.  Mr. Sanders confirmed that the district was working on community building and making sure that schools really are a part of community planning.  It’s happening in Port St. Lucie right now.

BUDGET/FINANCE REPORT

Assistant Superintendent Tim Bargeron reminded the Board it had scheduled an executive session to immediately follow the May 13, 2008 meeting.
FACILITIES REPORT

No report.
MANAGEMENT INFORMATION SYSTEMS

Assistant Superintendent Terence O’Leary provided updates on the Skyward Information Systems project.  The human resources and financial data had been extracted from the district’s Terms system and had been uploaded for import into the new system.  The system was now ready for testing.  Progress was being made in deploying the system and working timelines were being met.  New construction projects were going well at Palm Pointe, Copper Creek and Fort Pierce Central.  By the end of June, implementation of technology would be completed at these new sites for professional development.  The final document for the IT Blueprint was scheduled to come before the Board at its June 24, 2008 meeting.
ATTORNEY’S REPORT 
No report.
SCHOOL BOARD MEMBERS’ REPORTS

Mrs. Hensley updated the Board on the SRO Task Force meeting and the Green Conference/Five County Group meeting.

Dr. Miller re-confirmed that staff would provide more information on televising board meetings at the June 10, 2008 meeting.

There was some discussion and clarification about the Greater Florida Consortium for School Boards’ meeting in May 2008.

Chairman Hilson indicated she would be sending a thank you card to the Citizens’ Budget Committee that had met on many occasions recently to discuss budget recommendations for presentation at the May 12, 2008 public forum.  It was noted for the record that this committee meets regularly during the year but recently they had more meetings due to the budget situation.
UNSCHEDULED SPEAKERS

See speaker comments above.

ADJOURNMENT
After conducting all business scheduled to come before the Board, Chairman Hilson adjourned the regular May 13, 2008 meeting at approximately 8:45 p.m.























