

THE SCHOOL BOARD OF ST. LUCIE COUNTY
Regular Workshop Meeting – May 27, 2008
MINUTES

 The School Board of St. Lucie County held a regular workshop meeting in the School Board Room on May 27, 2008 at 5:00 p.m.

PRESENT:
MS.  CAROL A. HILSON, Chairman





Member Residing in District No. 2




DR.  JUDI MILLER, Vice Chairman





Member Residing in District No. 1




DR.  JOHN CARVELLI





Member Residing in District No. 3




MRS. KATHRYN HENSLEY





Member Residing in District No. 4




MR.  TROY INGERSOLL





Member Residing in District No. 5

ALSO PRESENT:

MR.  MICHAEL J. LANNON, Superintendent




MR.  DANIEL B. HARRELL, Attorney

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Chairman Hilson called the meeting to order and led the Pledge of Allegiance.  Ms. Hilson called for a moment silence in memory of Attorney Bobby Klein who passed away on May 26, 2008.
PUBLIC HEARING

Consideration of Renaissance Charter School of St. Lucie Agreement

Chairman Hilson opened the public hearing to receive comments on the proposed agreement with Renaissance Charter School of St. Lucie.  There were no comments from the audience or board members.  Assistant Superintendent Kathy McGinn informed the Board that the district had received a letter requesting postponement of consideration of approval until June 30, 2008.  Chairman Hilson then announced that the public hearing was continued to the Board’s June 24, 2008 regular workshop meeting.

CONSENT AGENDA



Action:
The superintendent recommended the Board approve consent




agenda items #1 through #42 as presented (Hensley/Ingersoll/
Carried 5-0). 

 1.  SR Personnel Agenda & Leaves
 2.  TB Payment of Bills
 3.  TB Monthly Financial Report 04/30/08
 4.  TB RFP 07-46 Media/Public Relations Consulting Services
 5.  KM Contract for Summer Facilities Use – Boys’ & Girls’ Clubs of St. Lucie County

 6.  KM Contract for Summer Food Services – Boys’ & Girls” Clubs of St. Lucie County

 7.  SW East Coast Technical Assistance Contract
 8.  SW Expansion of Language Labs

 9.  OR History Fair Trip to College Park, Maryland - June 15-19, 2008

10.  OR Contract with Supplemental Educational Services (SES) Providers

11.  ML Interagency Agreement with Big Brothers Big Sisters of St. Lucie County
12.  KS Carl Perkins Grant Project Amendment
13.  KS Carl Perkins Grant Roll Forward Allocation
14.  KS Research Coast Career Pathways Consortium Letter of Agreement

15.  KW Transportation Services Agreements with Camp Can Do and Little Prodigy LLC
16.  BS Ratification of May 22, 2008 Ad for June 24, 2008 Public Hearing on Proposed Changes to Student

            Code of Conduct (Referenced in School Board Policy - Chapter 5)
17. BS Amendment to Professional Svcs. Agmt. with Deaf Communications Specialists, Inc. for 2007-08

18. BS Amendment to Professional Svcs. Agmt. with Educational Based Services, Inc. for 2007-08

19. BS Amendment to Professional Svcs. Agmt. with Treasure Coast Interpreting Services., Inc. for 2007-08

20. BS Renewal of Professional Svcs. Agmt. with A+ Associated Therapy Professionals, Inc. for 2008-09

21. BS Renewal of Prof.  Svcs. Agmt. with Drug Abuse Treatment Association for ALPHA Program for 2008-09

22. BS Renewal of Professional Svcs. Agmt. with Agricultural and Labor Programs for 2008-09

23. BS Renewal of Professional Svcs. Agmt. with Drs. Berghash and Lanza, P. L., for 2008-09

24. BS Renewal of Professional Svcs. Agmt. with Boca Speech Center, Inc., for 2008-09

25. BS Renewal of Professional Svcs., Agmt. with Ana Castellanos-Brand for 2008-09

26. BS Renewal of Professional Svcs. Agmt. with Deaf Communication Specialists, Inc. for 2008-09

27. BS Renewal of Professional Svcs. Agmt. with Susan Dixon for 2008-09
28. BS Renewal of Collaborative Agreement with East Coast Migrant Head Start for 2008-09

29. BS Renewal of Professional Svcs. Agmt. with Catherine Enns for 2008-09

30. BS Renewal of Professional Svcs. Agmt. with Lauren S. Green for 2008-09

31. BS Renewal of Professional Svcs. Agmt. for Helping People Succeed, Inc. for 2008-09(Behavioral Support)

32. BS Renewal of Professional Svcs. Agmt. for Helping People Succeed, Inc. for 2008-09 (Indian Hills School)

33. BS Renewal of Professional Svcs. Agmt. for Attorney Kathryn Hill for 2008-09

34. BS Renewal of Professional Svcs. Agmt. for Jennifer Houck for 2008-09

35. BS Renewal of Professional Svcs. Agmt. with Invo Healthcare Associates, Inc. for 2008-09

36. BS Renewal of Professional Svcs. Agmt. with Greg D. MacDonald for 2008-09
37. BS Renewal of Professional Svcs. Agmt. with Deborah Mock for 2008-09

38. BS Renewal of Professional Svcs. Agmt. with Treasure Coast Interpreters, Inc. for 2008-09

39. AG Project Agmt. with Urban Building Systems, Inc. – North Transportation Facility Bus Exhaust
            System/Remodeling 
40. AG Project Agreement with Urban Building Systems, Inc. – Parent Parking at Parkway Elementary 
41. AG Project Agreement with Urban Building Systems, In. for Forest Grove Middle MOA Prep

42. DH Allapattah Flats K-8 School – Water Utility Easement
OTHER BUSINESS

43.  BS Stipulated Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law & Final Orders #246 through #262



Action:
The superintendent recommended the Board approve




Stipulated Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law & Final




Orders #246 through #262 (Ingersoll/Miller/Carried 5-0).
SUPERINTENDENT UPDATE     
Superintendent Lannon informed the Board that all principals had attended a recent meeting to review the budget for next year.  With the district facing a $15 million budget reduction, he felt it was imperative that principals were updated with the latest information.
On another matter, Mr. Lannon referred to an incident that had occurred at Morningside Elementary School which was getting international attention.  He reiterated his comments once again that the teaching profession is governed by a code of professional conduct and ethics.  Educators follow it and believe in it.  As child advocates, the district staff would do the right thing in the right way.  In America, people are innocent until they acknowledge guilt or are rendered guilty.
STAFF REPORT/WORKSHOP ON SELECTED TOPICS    
44.  KM Analysis of Secondary Student Stations 
Mr. John Chesser from the UNC Charlotte Urban Institute, a non-profit, non-partisan, applied research and consulting services outreach unit, had previously been consulted in 2005 to help the district with a major zone re-alignment.  He was now being asked to provide an analysis of the following issues:  best use of school capacity; controlling and predicting outcomes of change; avoiding overly complex patterns and high costs, and long term needs and trends.  Mr. Chesser had completed his review and discussed the data with the Board.  Since board members had not seen the analysis prior to the meeting, it was agreed they needed more time to look it over prior to making any decisions.  Mr. Chesser’s analysis included a suggested approach and recommendation that would assist the Board in its future decision-making process.

45.  KM Targets for 2008-09 Academic Business Plan
Dr. Kathy McGinn had provided the Board with support documents for the 2008-09 Targets for Academic Business Plan that included proposed targets under each critical goal area for 2008-09, district key annual indicators for 2007-08, and a plan and timeline for completion of revisions to the 2008-09 academic business plan.  Board members were asked to review the documents and provide input back to Mr. Lannon by Friday, May 30th.  Once the information was collected, it would be compiled and re-circulated back to the Board sometime in June 2008.
46.  OR FCAT Writing Performance – Best Practices and 3rd Grade FCAT Results
The Board heard about the FCAT writing performance highlights from Dr. Owen Roberts.  It was pointed out that grades 4, 8, and 10 increased the percentage of students scoring at 3.5 or higher when compared to last year.  The district outperformed the state at grade 4 in the percentage of students performing at 3.5 or higher by 3 percentage points.  The district made greater gains in grades 4, 8, and 10 in the percentage of students scoring at 3.5 or higher than the state when comparing 2007 and 2008 results.  Several schools made huge increases in the percentage of students scoring 3.5 or higher, ranging from 12 percentage points to 36 percentage points.  Twenty-six schools made significant gains or had at least 90% of their students who took the writing assessment performing at 3.5 or higher.  And finally, thirty out of thirty-seven schools (81%) showed a significant increase (0.3 points to 0.7 points) in their mean scale score for an entire grade group and/or scored 4.0 or higher on a five point scale.  This performance indicated that the entire grade group had made a positive shift/movement upward.

Principal John Lynch from Southern Oaks Middle School and Principal Keith Davis from C. A. Moore Elementary School examined their school’s best practices in FCAT writing gains for the Board. 
SCHOOL BOARD MEMBERS REPORTS

The Board discussed calendar dates for upcoming board meetings in July 2008.  It was determined that the July 8, 2008 regular board meeting would be cancelled.  The Board agreed to hold its regular workshop meeting on July 22, 2008 at 6:00 p.m. (rather than its usual time of 5:00 p.m.) and scheduled a special meeting for July 29, 2008 at 6:00 p.m. to consider advertising the 2008-09 budget.
Chairman Hilson advised board members that she had sent a letter of support to the Port St. Lucie City Council regarding the collection of fees to help pay for crossing guards.
UNSCHEDULED SPEAKERS   
The following individuals asked the Board to keep the Army JROTC program at Fort Pierce Central High School: Tyler Diaz, Sandy Krischke, Matthew Kupcha, Marc Goitia, Mark Wallmueller, Sam Edwards, and Youri Daniel. 
ADJOURNMENT
After conducting all business scheduled to come before the Board, Chairman Hilson adjourned the May 27, 2008 regular workshop meeting at approximately 7:15 p.m.
























