THE SCHOOL BOARD OF ST. LUCIE COUNTY

Special Meeting (Expulsion) – November 6, 2008

MINUTES

The School Board of St. Lucie County held an expulsion meeting in the Samuel S. Gaines Academy ESE Conference Room 1-157 on November 6, 2008 at approximately 5:35 p.m.

PRESENT:
MS.  CAROL A. HILSON, Chairman





Member Residing in District No. 2




DR.  JOHN CARVELLI




Member Residing in District No. 3




MR.  TROY INGERSOLL





Member Residing in District No. 5


ABSENT:
DR.  JUDI MILLER, Vice Chairman





Member Residing in District No. 1




MRS. KATHRYN HENSLEY





Member Residing in District No. 4

ALSO PRESENT:
MR.  MICHAEL J. LANNON, Superintendent




MR.  DANIEL B. HARRELL, Attorney

HEARING DISPOSITION (1)

Chairman Hilson called the meeting to order.

Superintendent Lannon informed the Board that the following students had withdrawn from the district in lieu of expulsion:

Student BB (DOB-12/15/90), Grade 12, St. Lucie West Centennial High

Student DC (DOB-04/29/93), Grade 9, Port St. Lucie High

Student DD (DOB-07/04/92), Grade 10, St. Lucie West Centennial High
Student JH (DOB-07/19/92), Grade 10, Port St. Lucie High

Student BI (DOB-12/17/94), Grade 6, West Gate K-8 School

Student PK (DOB-08/01/91), Grade 11, St. Lucie West Centennial High

Student EN (DOB-03/07/92), Grade 9, Treasure Coast High 

Student FV (DOB-04/01/92), Grade 9, Treasure Coast High

Student JW (DOB-03/11/95), Grade 6, Forest Grove Middle School

Student JW (DOB-01/16/94), Grade 7, Southport Middle School

RECOMMENDED ORDER #09-001

Recommended order #09-001 pertained to a 16 year old student (DOB/07/31/92) who attended Fort Pierce Westwood High School.  The student was charged with a violation of the Code of Student Conduct, B3 – Battery of Student.
The student was given a due process hearing before a hearing officer on October 8, 2008 and was represented by his mother.  A written summary of this hearing was provided for the Board and the student’s parents.  The recommendation for expulsion was reviewed by the Placement Review Committee on which the Exceptional Student Education Department is represented.  The Committee recommended that expulsion proceedings continue.

The principal recommended the student be expelled for the remainder of the 2008-09 school year.  The hearing officer recommended the student be expelled for the remainder of the 2008-09 school year.  Neither the student nor a representative appeared for the hearing after having been notified of the meeting date, time, and place.  The superintendent made the following recommendation.


Action:

The superintendent recommended the Board expel




the student from the St. Lucie County School System




for the remainder of the 2008-09 school year (Carvelli/




Ingersoll/Carried 3-0).

RECONSIDERATION OF FINAL ORDER
Student JTH (DOB-12/06/94), who attended St. Lucie West K-8 School, was recommended for expulsion.  On February 12, 2008, the Board granted the petition for expulsion, subject to provisions allowing probationary re-enrollment during the period of expulsion.  During the student’s probationary assignment to an alternative school site, the student again violated the Code of Student Conduct, resulting in his removal from the probationary site and forfeiture of eligibility for return during the period of expulsion, as provided in the final order.  The Board was asked to reconsider its final order, and in particular, the reinstatement of eligibility for return to the probationary enrollment site during the period of expulsion.  The superintendent recommended that the final order be amended to reinstate the condition providing that during the period of expulsion, the student shall be eligible for re-enrollment, on a probationary basis, at such school site as determined appropriate by the superintendent, under the conditions set forth in the Order of Reconsideration.


Action:

The superintendent recommended the student remain




expelled from the regular program of instruction of the




St. Lucie County School system for the remainder of




the 2008-09 school year, provided, however, that during




such period the student shall be eligible for re-enrollment,




on a probationary basis, at such school site as determined




appropriate by the superintendent, and under the conditions




set forth in the Order of Reconsideration.  Any violation,




as determined by the superintendent, of the conditions of




such probationary re-enrollment shall be subject to the




student’s immediate removal from the probationary




re-enrollment school site and forfeiture of eligibility of




return for the duration of the period of expulsion (Carvelli/




Ingersoll/Carried 3-0).

Following disposition of all matters scheduled to come before the Board, Chairman Hilson adjourned the November 6, 2008 special meeting at approximately 6:00 p.m.

