

THE SCHOOL BOARD OF ST. LUCIE COUNTY

Regular Meeting –November 10, 2009

MINUTES
The School Board of St. Lucie County held a regular meeting in the School Board Room on November 10, 1009 at approximately 6:00 p.m.


PRESENT:
DR.  JUDI MILLER, Chairman





Member Residing in District No. 1




MR.  TROY INGERSOLL, Vice Chairman





Member Residing in District No. 5




DR.  JOHN CARVELLI





Member Residing in District No. 3




MRS. KATHRYN HENSLEY





Member Residing in District No. 4




MS.  CAROL A. HILSON





Member Residing in District No. 2

ALSO PRESENT:

MR.  MICHAEL J. LANNON, Superintendent




MR.  DANIEL B. HARRELL, Attorney

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Chairman Miller called the meeting to order.  Oak Hammock K-8 band students, directed by Amy Isenhower, led the Pledge of Allegiance and performed musical numbers. 
PUBLIC HEARING

Superintendent's Recommendation for Immediate Termination of the Charter for the

Charter School of Fort Pierce

Chairman Miller made opening comments. reviewed the process for the public hearing and gave members of the general public the opportunity to present statements (3 minutes).  The following is a list of citizens who filled out unscheduled speaker request forms, some of which spoke and some of which were not present:  Jay Gaines, Marvin Parsons, Ryan Schneider, Lauren Keller, Joseph Bernadel, Marie Remy,  Kayla Leonardo (no one present), Susan Barette, Christello Dorval (no one present), Aniya A. (completed two forms), Joseph Walner, Magnolia Barro, Jay Lundy, Roslynn Terry, Maria Rosa Gomez (no one present), Juan M. Garcia (Elsa Garcia as interpreter), Tresia Sutherland (did not wish to speak), Juan Garcia, Jr. (no one present), Mildred Perez, Ronda Young (no one present), Patrick Kelly Young (no one present), Crissey Walker (no one present), Phillip Bogard (no one present), Eddy Joseph (no one present), Dawn Clayton (no one present), Heather Nelson, Demosthene Dievnet (no one present), April Jordan (no one present, Sandra Alfaro, Michael Jordan, Bryan Hurtado, German Morales, Thalia Evans, Chad Sheats, Stacey Sheats, Flavio Gonzalez (no one present), Oscar Roman (no one present), Mayeli Guzman, Daniel Roberts (no one present), Xavier Quinteros, Curtis Sherrod, and Florence Presley.  

As outlined by the Chairman and as contained in memorandum #09-57 from Attorney Harrell, the Superintendent explained his position that the School Board should immediately terminate the charter of the Charter School.  Dr. Diane Allerdyce then spoke on behalf of the Charter School in order to explain its position in opposition to termination.  The Superintendent presented rebuttal, following which the public hearing was closed.

Action:

The Superintendent recommended the Board immediately




terminate the charter for the Charter School of Fort Pierce




Carvelli/Ingersoll/Carried 5-0).

Discussion:  prior to stating the question, individual board members explained how and why they had ascertained that the charter should be immediately terminated based on the information they had received (see supplemental minutes/On Demand Video at www.stllucie.k12.fl.us).  



MINUTES

10.13.09, 10.27.09, 11.05.09

Action:

There was a motion to approve the minutes for




October 13, 27, and November 5, 2009 as presented



(Hensley/Carvelli/Carried 5-0).
SPECIAL ORDERS OF BUSINESS

Due to the length of the public hearing, Chairman Miller announced that the all scheduled Special Orders of Business were being postponed.

1. KP  Outstanding Educator for Holocaust Education - Todd Hibbard  
This item was postponed.

 2. MH St. Lucie County Education Foundation Recognition of Ball Sponsors/School Participation
This item was postponed.
 3. JM  Bowl for Kids Sake Recognition

This item was postponed.
 4. GY "Kids at Hope-A Pledge to Remember Day" Resolution – November 24, 2009
This item was postponed.
 5. BS School Psychology Week Proclamation – November 9-13, 2009

This item was postponed.
 6. OR Florida Parental Involvement in Education Proclamation for November 2009

This item was postponed.
CTA REPORT 

CTA/CU President Vanessa Tillman encouraged the Board to look at the economic situation here in St. Lucie County and try to find some compensation for employees.  The whole nation was facing economic difficulties and some district employees were suffering trying to make ends meet.  Ms. Tillman asked board members to research what was going on in the classroom—educators were getting to a breaking point.
CWA REPORT

No report.
CONSENT AGENDA 


Action:

The Superintendent recommended the Board



approve consent agenda items #7 through #17



as presented (Carvelli/Hilson/Carried 5-0).
 7.  SR Personnel Agenda & Leaves

 8.  SR Letter of Understanding with CTA/CU
 9.  TB ITB 10-05 Health Screening Services and Drug and Alcohol Testing
10. TB ITB 10-06 Preventive Maintenance for Generators
11. TB Budget Committee Member Change
12. CT 2009-2010 School Improvement Plans with SAC Memberships
13. CT Manatee Academy K-8 8th Grade Class Trip to Boston, MA – April 16-18, 2010
14. BS Professional Services Agreement with KidPro Therapies, Inc., - Occupational Therapy
15. BS Amendment to Agreement with Alternatives Unlimited, Inc., for Drop Back In Academy
16. BS Professional Services Agreement with Fern Harrop – Sign Language Services
17. BS Professional Services Agreement with James W. Palla – Hospital/Homebound
SUPERINTENDENT AND STAFF REPORTS ON SELECTED TOPICS

18. KM Charter School Update
Prior to the Charter School Update, Dr. Miller mentioned that she and Mr. Lannon had attended the NAU Charter School Ribbon Cutting Ceremony on November 9th.  It was a wonderful event that was well attended by parents.  The school principal expressed appreciation for the help and cooperation that  he had received from Dr. McGinn and staff.  Their CEO said the district's quality working relationship was a breath of fresh air.
Dr. Kathy McGinn presented a verbal report on the Renaissance and NAU schools that were participating in FTE survey reporting.  The district had provided them with self assessment documents to help them determine where they were in terms of implementing their education program.  Dr. Owen Roberts was conducting walkthroughs with teams and was moving forward with the monitoring process.

Dr. McGinn stated that a governing board interview had been conducted with the applicant for a charter school-within-a-workplace and she would be coming forward with more information on that at the November 17, 2009 meeting. 

Dr. Miller thanked Dr. McGinn for keeping her advised throughout the process that involved the Charter School of Fort Pierce.  With budget cuts and double workloads, it was a tremendous amount of work but it did help make her decision easier because of the information provided. 

Mr. Lannon commented that two school years ago, the district did not have any charter schools.  Last year it had two and this year there were four.  That was due to an enormous amount of work on the part of staff and all departments.  The 5% fee in no way came near to the amount of work and time put into this effort.  It was done because we want to run good programs of high quality that will work for the benefit of boys and girls.  Everyone deserved a big thank you.
ATTORNEY’S REPORT

No report.
SCHOOL BOARD MEMBERS’ REPORTS

Board members again thanked Dr. McGinn and staff for their leadership and for taking on added responsibilities involving the charter school(s).  That great effort would need to continue with 125 new students transferring into the system [from the Charter School of Fort Pierce] beginning with the Student Assignment office.

Mrs. Hensley commented on two recent Chamber of Commerce meetings (at Treasure Coast High School) she had attended.  People were amazed how well the internship program was working thanks to CTE Director Kathy Schmidt. 

Mrs. Hensley had passed out legislative priorities to board members to read so they could see the language.  One big issue was how to get more autonomy.  

The Transportation Organization was putting together a long range plan that also involved railways.  Transportation needs of schools was high on their list for discussion and Mrs. Hensley stated  that was a nice change.
Mrs. Hensley commented that the Kids at Hope celebration was great and there may be another one in the Windmill Point area.  The goal was to get the whole county involved—even the business community.

Ms. Hilson and Mrs. Hensley indicated they would be attending an upcoming state meeting in Palm Beach Gardens.  The agenda looked interesting and it would give them an opportunity to watch government in action.

Dr. Miller mentioned that she and Mr. Lannon had brainstormed about how to honor Mrs. Kathy Basile for her work with and for children that meant so much to the community.  They had thought about adding an Early Childhood Award for VPK Teachers in her name as a perpetual award/honor.  This could be announced at the Night of the Stars event if board members concurred.  Board consensus was to ask the St. Lucie County Education Foundation for approval of this new award presentation to occur during the Night of the Starts ceremony.  At Dr. Carvelli's suggestion consensus was reached authorizing Dr. Miller to draft a Resolution on behalf of the Board for this award.
UNSCHEDULED SPEAKERS

Mr. Kyle Jones requested, on behalf of St. Lucie West Centennial High student Melissa Jensen, that the Board consider helping her with a $2,685 tuition fee so that she could attend the National Leadership Forum for Medicine.  Chairman Miller suggested Mr. Jones contact a staff member to follow-up with opportunities that were available through the high school or other means.
PRIVATE ATTORNEY-CLIENT SESSION
At approximately 9:03 p.m., Chairman Miller announced that the Board was recessing the public meeting in order to hold a private attorney-client session authorized by Section 286.011(8), Florida Statutes, to discuss pending litigation and to seek advice from the Board.  The estimated length of the session is 30 minutes.  The names of the persons attending the session were:  Members of the School Board of St. Lucie County, Mr. Michael J. Lannon, Superintendent, Mr. Robin A. Blanton, Esquire, Special Counsel, and Daniel B. Harrell, School Board Attorney.  At the conclusion of the private attorney-client session, Dr. Miller stated she would re-open the public meeting and publicly announce termination of the private session.

Chairman Miller announced that the Private Attorney Client Session ended at approximately 9:45 p.m.  and she reconvened the public meeting at approximately 9:46 p.m.
ADJOURNMENT
After conducting all business scheduled to come before the Board, Chairman Miller adjourned the regular November 10, 2009 meeting at approximately 9:47 p.m.























