
FAQ’s About ESOL 

1. Why are ESOL learners not oriented into the mainstream? 

ELL students in St. Lucie County are mainstreamed.  High School and Middle School  

ELL students however receive instruction in Language Arts through ESOL. St. Lucie 

does provide supplemental services to students in the ESOL program. 

  

ESOL Push-in:  An ESOL Paraprofessional comes into the regular classroom to give 

language assistance to the ELL. 

Paraprofessional Support:  An aide (preferably one who speaks the child’s first 

language) provides instruction to the ELL, in the classroom, helping to make the content 

accessible to the ELL and possibly providing individual language lessons outside of the 

classroom.   

 

2. How do I know if I have ELL students? 

ELL students can be identified on Skyward.  ELL’s are identified with a BLUE box 

coded L on the student profile page. 

 

 
 

 

 

 



3. Should Grading Standards be different? 

ELL students need to be held accountable for the learning they are capable of just as 

native English speakers, but not penalized for their limited language proficiency. Here are 

some suggestions for teachers to enable ELL students to achieve their maximum level of 

success: 

 Use a variety of assessment i.e., projects, portfolios, oral explanations, role play, 

pair and group reports. 

 Focus on students content knowledge 

 Teach test taking skills 

 Adapt test- for example allow more time, open book test, or read test to them 

 Supplement tests with other measures of content knowledge   

 

 

4. I need to know about grading and ESOL law. Can you provide it? 

The Student Progression Plan and the District ELL Plan are your best resources to    

understand policies regarding grading. Here are the links:  

Student Progression Plan:  

http://www.stlucie.k12.fl.us/pdf/StudentProgressionPlan.pdf 

 

District ELL Plan:     

http://www.stlucie.k12.fl.us/departments/Title1/documents/DistrictPlanELL.pdf 

 

 

5. What websites are the best for ELL children?  

     The ESOL department has developed a resource guide with links. These links are  

     posted on SHARE under the Title III tab. 

 

6. Why is it called ELL and ESOL? 

      ESOL stands for English Speakers of Other Languages. It is an instructional    

      program that assists students in learning English (speaking, reading, writing and    

      listening) ELL stands for English Language Learners. The acronym refers to the      

      students that are in the ESOL program. 

 

7. How do I get Rosetta Stone? 

      Rosetta Stone for students is available in most St. Lucie Schools.  If you are interested in the   

      program for a particular student please contact Clarissa.Duskin@stlucieschools.org 

      Clarrissa is the district contact for Student Academic Services.  
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8. How can I be successful in teaching ELL students? 

     Our goal is for all students to be successful. Teachers therefore must provide ways  

     to help achieve their academic goals. By incorporating a variety of teaching styles,  

     accommodating instructional delivery, and motivating students to learn, we are   

     able to help English Language Learners reach their goal of becoming proficient in  

     English. 

Here are two great websites providing tips and tools: 

 

www.colorincolorado.org/ 
 

http://www.teachhub.com/adapt-ell-lessons-3-simple-steps  
 

            If you would like teacher support/coaching/mentoring please contact:  

            Michelle.Barreto@stlucieschools.org 

     

          Michelle is the district contact for teacher support. 

          

9. How can you determine when comprehension is not linked to learning a second 

language? 

      If an ELL student is not progressing in second language acquisition according to data,  

      appropriate interventions should take place. An MTSS (RTI) meeting would most likely    

      proceed. The MTSS (RTI) team addresses the use of response to intervention data to inform a     

      multi-tiered system of supports to meet the needs of English language learners. Your    

      schools ESOL contact is your resource to provide this information to you. 

 

10. How do I figure out what language stage/level of my ESOL students?  

     State and federal education laws require assessments of ELL students to be conducted 

     annually to determine students’ English language proficiency level. Districts are accountable  

     for the progress and attainment of ELL language proficiency. The Initial Placement test (IPT)  

     as well as CELLA provide information regarding students language level.  

     Your school guidance counselor is your resource to provide this information to you. 

     In addition, on SHARE there is a step by step power point on how to access your ELL    

     students CELLA scores on skyward. Once you know the language level of a student you can    

    use the data to guide instruction.  
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11. What’s On SHARE? 
Title III tab on SHARE provides resources and information for academic support of ELL 

students.  

 
 

 

Description of SHARE Folders: 

 

Assessing ELLs:  Information on grading ELLs. Information on accommodations for ELLs and on formal 

and informal assessments guidelines.   

 

ELL Instructional Resources: Information on instructional resources and computer programs related to 

support language acquisition. FAQs, user guides and viper ticket instructions for Rosetta Stone and 

Imagine Learning. 

 

ELL Instructional Strategies: Links and websites to assist in lesson planning. Information and resources 

on language acquisition, CELLA and instructional strategies to help guide instruction based on language 

proficiency levels. Information and tools that define the ESOL Program and the responsibilities of teachers 

and paraprofessionals concerning rendering services.      

 

Parent Outreach: Websites, resources, handouts, tips and tools to help teachers communicate with 

parents. Brochures and documents about the ESOL program and testing available in English, Spanish and 

Creole. Information on how to conduct parent conferences with ELL parents. 

 

World Language for Educators: Information for teachers participating in the World Languages for 

Educators Grant. Resources, user guide, and FAQs to aid in the process of using Rosetta Stone to learn a 

second language. Reflection assignments documents as required by the grant.  

 

FAQs: Answers to questions that teachers have related to ESOL Program issues and 

strategies. 

 

Please check SHARE on monthly bases for updates. 


