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A growing body of research
shows that successful parent
involvement improves not only
student behavior and
attendance but also positively
affects student achievement.
The Florida Partnership for Family
Involvement in Education





As a District we are
committed to increasing
Parent involvement in the
educational process.




Data is forwarded to the
District Office because
decisions are made based
on the data. It is the
first method of tracking
parent participation at
ESE meetings


We acknowledge that
Parents are the most
important partner in a
child’s education and that
schools can reap large
dividends by capitalizing
on their support.
To be sure, such
relationships require a lot
of work by both
educators and parents.
Although success will not
come easy, the rewards
are too great for a school
not to try.
The Florida Partnership for Family
Involvement in Education

Student Benefits
 Higher grades
 Better attendance
 More homework completion
 More positive attitude
 Higher post secondary
enrollment

School Benefits
 Improved teacher moral
 Improved school climate
 More support from families
 Higher ratings by parents
 Better reputations in the
community

Family Friendly Strategies
The Florida Partnership for Family Involvement in Education



Early School Contacts



Personal contact







Special practices and
programs
Special groups

Ongoing
communication



The evidence is
consistent, positive, and
convincing that families
have a major influence
on their children’s
achievement in school
and throughout life.

Educators respect that:







Families in our schools are
not all alike
Parents will seek information
and work with the schools in
different ways
Some parents, even though
they do not come into the
schools, still want their
children to be successful.
What parents do to help
their children learn does
make a difference to their
children’s achievement



We acknowledge that it is
the responsibility of the
school district to create a
climate that encourages
family and community
involvement

COMMUNICATING
Effective Two-Way Communication
AND

ACTION PLANNING
Action that supports student achievement

Do you have anything that you would like for me to bring
up with your teacher?
What are you enjoying most about school so far this year?
What are you enjoying least about school so far this year?
What is your favorite subject?
Are you getting along with the people in your class?

Who are your friends in class?
Who are the adults you feel closest to at school?

Are there school activities you would like to spend more
time on?
How do you handle school responsibilities?
How do you like to be rewarded for a job well done at
school?



What is the purpose of this meeting?



What do I want the outcome of this meeting to be?



What are my child’s strengths?



What are my child’s areas of need?



Things I feel the teacher needs to know about my child:
Personality traits
Effective discipline strategies I use at home

Health of my child
How my child likes to be rewarded








My perception of how my child is doing academically.

How can I be involved in assisting in my child’s academic
progress?
How can we work together to maintain success and work on
problem areas?
How can I keep the teacher aware of what is going on at
home that may influence my child’s learning? (i.e. phone
calls, emails, notes to the teacher)



Is my child working on grade level?



What subjects does my child like the most?



What can I do to help my child with subjects he finds
difficult?



How can I help my child study?



How can I help my child prepare for class?



How can I help my child improve his work? A good time
to ask these questions is when the teacher gives you
samples of your son’s or daughter’s work.










Is my child trying as hard as he can?
Does my child have behavioral concerns?
What strategies seem to work?

Does my child participate in class discussions and
activities?
Is my child in different classes or groups for different
subjects? Which ones? How are the groups
determined?
How well does my child get along with others?





Have you noticed changes in the way my child acts? For
example, have you noticed squinting, tiredness, or
moodiness that might be a sign of physical or other
problems?
How are you measuring my child’s progress? Through
tests? Portfolios? Class participation? Projects? If
samples of your child’s work have not be presented,
than ask to view samples.



What kinds of tests do you give?



How frequently do you administer these tests?









What screening instruments are administered to my child?
What do the instruments measure and what do my
child’s results mean?
What diagnostic instruments are administered to my child?
What do the instruments measure and what do my
child’s results mean?
What Progress Monitoring instruments are administered to my
child? (How do you monitor my child’s progress?)
What do the instruments measure and what do my
child’s results mean?
What is used to measure outcomes?
What do the instruments measure and what do my
child’s results mean?



What do all the tests show about my child’s overall progress?



How does my child handle taking these tests?



Are instructional interventions for my child based on the
results of these tests? (data driven?)



What instructional interventions are you using?



Are the instructional interventions that you are using working
to your satisfaction?



If not, what data (test results) are used to make instructional
decisions ( adjustments to interventions) for my child?





Are my child’s goals and objectives on his IEP an accurate
description of what he/she needs to work on?
Are my child’s goals and objectives on his IEP based on the data
from these assessments? (tests) Is there an obvious alignment as
indicated on his/her IEP with his/hers needs based on your
current data?



What is my child’s FCAT level in Reading? Math?



What specific skills does my child need to work on which will
enable him/her to achieve a level 3 or better on the FCAT?



Do you know the specific disability that my child has and the
impact it has on his/her learning? (Share what you know about
your child’s weaknesses and strengths and learning style)

Name of Child_____________________________________________________________
Date:______________________________________________________________________
Strengths of child:______________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Areas where we will collaborate:_________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Tasks:_________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_
Teacher:_______________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Parent:______________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________
Child:______________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________
Resources Needed:__________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________
Other Notes:________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________
Follow up date:_____________________________________________________________________________________

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s.asp?u=655221823070



Take advantage of parent-teacher
conferences during the school year. Think of
some questions and concerns you may have and
write them down before your meeting. Keep
track of your child’s schoolwork to help with
your questions. You are in a position to share
important information as well as ask questions.
Remember, you can and should talk to your
child’s teacher throughout the year.

Questions to ask for students in all grades:







Is my child performing at grade level?
What are my child’s strengths and weaknesses in
reading, math, and science?
How much time should my child spend on homework?
Are my child’s assignments completed accurately?
Does the school have special programs to meet my
child’s needs?









Does my child have special learning needs? Are there
special classes my child should be in?
Do you keep a folder of my child’s work? If yes,
could you review it with me?
Does my child have close friends? How well does my
child get along with the other students?
What is the best way to keep in touch with you?







How can I help my child to work independently
and make the best use of time?
How can I help my child prepare for high
school?
What can you tell me about peer pressure and
how I can help my child handle difficult
situations—drugs, alcohol and sex?








Track your child’s mastery of standards
F-TRACK- Ask for an IEP meeting to address FCAT
scores
Achievement and Attendance go hand-in-hand/ insist
that your teenager attend school
Understand that skills build upon skills- it is
important for your child to practice, practice, and
practice some more.





For Additional information on family or
community involvement, please contact:
The Florida Department of Education
Office of Family and Community Outreach
Phone: 850-245-0847





Obtain library cards for your children and
let them choose a book to check out.

Read aloud to your children-be a literate role model /
Have your child read aloud to you



Ask opened ended questions about the reading material



Listen to children with two ears





Set time aside to talk with your child about their school
life

Take every opportunity to make experiences at home
learning experiences i.e.. cooking activities- measuring





Singing songs-improves auditory
memory
Rhyming words-improves language
skills in young children



Singing songs-improves auditory memory



Rhyming words-improves language skills in young children



Coloring/pasting/scissor cutting are all pre-writing skills



Have a specific space where your child can do his homework



Have available resources-dictionary/thesaurus



Build a reading atmosphere at home






Give older children road maps and highlighter
pens. Have the child mark your route.

Ask the child the direction you are traveling
Encourage you child to write to the Chamber of
Commerce for brochures about places that you
plan on visiting during your trip.





Bring along reading materials for the road
trip.
Before leaving on your trip visit you local
library and check out books on tape and
have the whole family listen to the book and
have a family discussion. (while eating
special treats!)







Limit TV watching to free up time for
reading.
Allow your child to select a program to
watch and have him/her write a persuasive
paragraph as to why they should be allowed
to view the program.
Buy gift cards from your favorite local
book- store. ($5.00)







Ask you child’s teacher to share the titles of
favorite books for children their age.
Look for ―garage sales‖-books frequently sell
for .25
Get a schedule from your local library for their
―Summertime Program‖ (storytelling time,
youth book club, puppet shows, etc.)









Teach shapes by cutting sandwiches
into different shapes
Surround your child with Reading Materials
Read scary stories with the lights out using a
flashlight (some kids)
Help your child make their own storybookillustrations and all !!



Explore measurement in the kitchen, in fashion
and design, in construction, in home decoration,
with tools, with temperature, in travel, with
time, in scale models, and for science and social
studies.



After reading a story or chapter with your
child, or even after watching a TV show or
movie, have him or her tell you what the story
was about. You can have him or her draw a
picture of his or her favorite part of the story
and then write a few sentences that express
the main idea.



Have the child read aloud to you for twenty
minutes. Upon finishing, have him or her
describe to you, in his or her own words,
what's just been read.



Each day after school or in the evenings, have
your child tell you one or two stories about
the day. Then, ask the child to make a
newspaper headline to describe the event or
events. These headlines are the main idea





Have your child tell you a story about his or her day.
Prompt him or her to give you details to help you get
a clear idea about the story. Talk about why those
details are important.
After reading a longer story or seeing a movie, have
your child write down all the events that happened,
each one on a slip of paper or on an index card. Put
them into a hat or bowl and mix them up. Then, help
your child put the events into a timeline, based on
when they happened.



Working toward a Standard Diploma-Earning a score
of 300 or more is required for high school graduation
in addition to a GPA of 2.0 and 24 credit completion



Remedial classes are available



Community resources are available – IRCC



Know the standards that the FCAT test



Visit websites for awareness and have your child
practice their skills by visiting FCAT preparation
websites











What courses should my child take to
satisfy graduation requirements

Do you have a list of courses my child should take to
be ready to enter college?
If my child plans to attend college, how will the
school help with the application process?
If my child plans to attend college, how will the
school help my child find out about financial aid?

Will my child have to earn a 300 on the FCAT in order
to graduate from high school ?

